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ADVANTAGES OF SAMPLING OVER CENSUS
The following are the main advantages of the sampling techniques over the census.
1. Less Time
The sampling can be done in very less time compared to census since relatively fewer data will be collected and processed. Sampling can save the time since only a part of population has been considered.
2. Reduced Cost
The amount of labour and expenses involved in collecting the information per unit is more in the sample survey than the census. But the total cost of the sample survey is much smaller than of conducting a census. Hence sampling results in reducing the cost in terms of money and manpower.
3. Greater Accuracy of Results
The results of the sample survey are more reliable than obtained form census. In the sample survey the sampling errors can be reduced at the best possible. Non-sampling errors can also be controlled more effectively in sample surveys by employing qualified and trained personnel, better supervision and better equipment for processing and analysing the data. Sophisticated statistical techniques can be applied to very limited data collected in the sample survey. Hence the sample survey gives more accurate results by reducing the errors to a large extent and with efficient statistical design than the census.
4. Greater Scope
If a survey requires a highly trained personnel and more sophisticated equipment for the collection and analysis of the data, then the complete enumeration i.e., census is impracticable, the only choice is sampling. Hence the sample survey has greater scope compared with census.
5. Sampling is an Unanimous Option
In the following cases the sampling is only the option to conduct a survey and the census is impracticable and impossible.
If the population is too large, for example, molecules in a particle, trees in a jungle etc.
If the quality of the article can be examined only by destroying i.e., if the testing is destructive for example testing of milk, chemicals, explosives, etc.
 LIMITATIONS OF SAMPLING
Sampling has its own limitations which may be explained below:
A proper care should be taken in the planning and execution of the sample survey, otherwise results might be inaccurate and misleading.
Sampling theory requires trained and qualified personnel for planning, execution and analysis, otherwise the results of the sample survey are not reliable.
If the population is not large and if time and money permits, then census is better than any sampling methods.
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